
First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

Winter Park 

Second Sunday of Advent 

God is still speaking, 

“a traditional and nurturing church celebrating God’s grace through reason, education, 
diversity, inclusion, and social justice” 

We are an Open and Affirming Church 

December 7, 2025



WELCOME 
This is the day that the Lord has made! 

Let us rejoice because we are glad to be here! 

Sign the red attendance pad that is located in the pew seat near 
the center aisle and pass it to the next person.  

We want to know that you were here! 

Visitors may complete a “Let’s Get Acquainted” card, located in 
the pew racks, and place the card in the offering plate. 

We are here to answer your questions! 

♥ 
SILENCE your technology but still “check-in” and use social media and share our website and 

portions of our worship that inspire you! 
♥ 

Continue to help us reduce our carbon footprint. If you are not receiving the bulletin via email, 
and would like to, please contact the church office – 407-647-2416. 

The bulletin can also be found on our website, fccwp.org. Go to the tab labeled “Bulletin” and 
locate the appropriate pdf file. 

♥ 
Continue to open up your ‘What’s Happening’ newsletter emails to keep up-to-date on all of 

the weekly and monthly events. Or visit our website at www.fccwp.org .There is a lot 
happening in the life of this church and you do not want to miss a thing! 

♥ 
If you have a prayer need or a joy to share, please fill out the white prayer request card 

located in the pew pockets and drop it in the collection plate. We will place your prayer need 
on our confidential prayer chain. If you wish to have a joy or a need announced in church, 

permission must be given by calling the church office. 
♥

http://www.fccwp.org/


First Congregational Church of Winter Park United Church of Christ 
December 7, 2025 Second Sunday of Advent 10:00 a.m. 

Preparing to Hear God’s Word 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME Rev. Shawn Garvey 
INTRIOT Chancel Choir 

Please refrain from applauding 

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Garvey 
People: “May the Prince of Peace rain down blessed mercy upon the people, 
showering the earth with righteousness and peace” 

OPENING HYMN “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Sanctuary Monitors 
OPENING PRAYER Rev. Garvey 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE The Candle of Peace 
PASSING OF THE PEACE

All children please come forward for Young Church 
YOUNG CHURCH  Kerry Weisner 

All children/youth will remain in church today for Communion Sunday. Childcare is available for infants through 3 yrs. old in the 
Parlor located at the back of Fellowship Hall. All children must be picked up by a parent. 

SONG OF SUPPORT 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, All things wise and wonderful, 

our dear God made them all. Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings,  
God made their glowing colors and made their tiny wings. 

HEBREW Isaiah 11:1-10 Rev. Garvey 

Minister: This is the Word of God. 
People: Thanks be to God 

ANTHEM Chancel Choir 
Please refrain from applauding 

GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12 Rev. Garvey 

Minister: This is the Word of God. 
People: Thanks be to God 

MESSAGE “Worthy Fruit” Rev. Shawn Garvey 
John the Baptist warns the Temple Authorities that come seeking baptism from him that baptism in and of itself 
is not enough; they must bear fruit worthy of repentance.  If they go through the ritualistic motions of change, 
they must then leave and actually LIVE that change.  How often do people do things in a symbolic or ceremonial 
way effectively for show but never truly engage in the change they seek for themselves or the world around 
them?  Have you done that yourself?  Do you bear worthy fruit? 

 Kindly silence all cell phones during worship   All who are able to do so comfortably, please stand

"Angels Sing"

"Jesus, Jesus Rest Your Head"



Responding to God’s Word 

CALL TO PRAYER/JOYS AND CONCERNS Rev. Garvey 
SILENT AND PASTORAL PRAYERS 

A Service for the Spiritual Feast 
WORDS OF INVITATION 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
SERVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting 
us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one 
another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior who taught us to pray: 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

CALL TO OFFERING Rev. Garvey 
OFFERING DEDICATION 

Offertory "O Come, Emmanuel" 
    James Woodman  

   Please refrain from applauding 

Doxology (Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rev. Garvey 

“Angels, From the Realms of Glory” Sanctuary Monitors CLOSING HYMN

BENEDICTION Rev. Garvey  



 
First Congregational Church of Winter Park 

Church Council Welcomes you to 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 14, 2025 
Your FCCWP Church Council presents the Annual All Church Christmas Party 

It is also Advent Workshop, and all ages are welcome to Christmas craft for the season. 

Join us after church in Fellowship Hall: 
*Christmas Carol Sing-along  

*Delicious lunch by Chef Drew 
*Christmas craft tables around the room with led instruction 

 
Luncheon 

Roasted chicken with carrots, onions & potatoes 
Green beans, Salad, gravy, bread & butter & dessert table 

 
Kids there will be chicken nuggets, mac and cheese! 

 
This luncheon is FREE!  Yummy & Fun Christmas Cheer at no charge!   

Donations welcome at registration and during the event. 
 

***Although there is no charge, please register so we can plan for the lunch*** 
 

During the luncheon there is Advent Workshop.  This cherished event happens every other 
year, and this is the year!  You will find tables throughout fellowship hall with members ready 

to teach you a very simple Christmas craft that you can take home.  This is fun for all ages, 
especially grown-ups.  Make something for yourself or a gift for a loved one.   

There is no charge for Advent Workshop. 
 

      CLICK/SCAN TO MAKE RESERVATIONS  
 

 

https://onrealm.org/fccwp/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=Y2Q3NDM3NDQtNWIzMS00YWQ0LWJjMzAtYjM4ZTAxNTM0YTAw


 

Christmas Flowers 2025 
     The Flower Guild will be decorating the church with flowers of the season for 
the month of December. For the holidays a special flower fund has been set 
up. You may donate (any amount) to the fund in memory of a loved one or in 
honor of a family member or friend.  

Christmas flower dedications received in the church office by Wednesday, 
December 17th, will be listed in the Sunday, December 23rd bulletin. 

     Checks should be made payable to First Congregational Church. memo line 
should read “Christmas Flower Dedication.” 

     You may place your check in the offering plate or return it to the church 
office. Thank you. 

Flower dedication given by: 
_______________________________________________________________ 

(PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY) 

Phone: ________________email: ____________________________________________ 

In honor of: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

In memory of: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

You may also email your dedication to mtaylor@fccwp.org 
Please place Christmas Flower Dedication in the subject line 
Your donation may be made online – fccwp.org – donate page 



120 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. MENDELSSOHN 7.7.7.7:I). with Refrain 

Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-x847 
Arr. by William H. Cu1Tt,11tings, 1831-1915 

1 Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, "Glo - ry to the new-bom King; 
2 Christ, by high - est heaven a - dored; Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! 
3 Hail theheaven-bornPrince of peace! Hail the Sun of right-eous-ness! 

Peace on earth, and mer - cy 
Late in time be - hold rum
Light and life to all he 

mild, 

Joy - ful, all ye na -tions, rise, 
Veiled in :flesh the God-head see; 
Mild he lays bis glo - ry by, 

God and sin - ners 
Off - spring of the 
Risen with heal - ing 

J. 

rec - on - ciled!" 
V:ir- gin's womb. 
m his wings; 

Join the tri-umph of the slcies; 
Hail thein-car.:nate De - i - ty, 
Born ifui'.'t man no more may die, 

With the an-gel - ic host pro- claim, "Christ is born in Beth - le - hem!" 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Je - sus, 
Born to ',l'a:ise the sons of earth, Born to 

Em-man - u - el. 
them sec - ond b:irth. 





 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can access our weekly bulletin through our website: 
fccwp.org 

Look for the tab labeled “Bulletin” 
Help us reduce our carbon footprint and use your smart technology! 

 
LOOKING AHEAD 

 
 
 

Sunday December 14 
All Church Party and Advent Workshop 

Fellowship Hall After Worship 
And 

Angel Tree Gift Wrapping 
1:00PM in the Sanctuary 

 
 

Sunday December 21 
Preliminary Budget Town Hall with Jim Schreiber 

Fellowship Hall after Worship 
 
 

Wednesday December 24 
Christmas Eve Services: 
5:00 PM – Family Service 

11:00 PM – Lessons & Carols 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church ● United Church of Christ of Winter Park 
225 South Interlachen Avenue ● Winter Park, Florida 32789-4411 

Phone: 407-647-2416 ● fccwp@fccwp.org ● fccwp.org 
Shawn Garvey, Senior Minister 
Megan Taylor, Office Administrator 
Jacki Churchill, Finance Administrator 

Kerry Weisner, Faith Formation Director 
John V. Sinclair, Music Director 

Chris Olivent, Organist 
 

 

CHURCH GUEST WIFI 
PASSWORD: 

LetMeInPlease! 

mailto:fccwp@fccwp.org
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